tive a collection of fact and opinion 
on any one subject as is contained in 
The Catboat Book, Edited by John 
M. Leavens, Mr. Catboat himself, this 
book is a wealth of information — 
historical, technical and practical — 
for the catboat owner, prospective 
owner or just plain enthusiast. 

The list of contributing authors is 
impressive, all either recognized in 
the field of American small craft, or 
as specialists in catboats or in special 
construction techniques. 

Being somewhat biased on the 
subject, having sailed them since | 
was eight years old and now being 
the present proud owner of the 
Wilton Crosby catboat Dolphin 
(1917), my enthusiasm may be ex- 
cused but not overlooked, 

The book itself is evidence of the 
painstaking effort expended by the 
editor to get the story straight: the 
story of a unique type of American 
small craft perfectly adapted to her 
environment and, incidentally, to 
others around the world, even includ- 
ing Japan. 

Very few work boats are readily 


convertible to pleasure boats. The 
catboat is an exception, as pointed 
out in the text. She has also a strong 
appeal to Yankee thrift, being the 
most boat per linear foot that you 
can get. 

Among the delights of this volume 
is Fenwick Williams’ chapter on de- 
sign, which candidly admits that the 
matter of small craft naval architec- 
ture is still at least 50 percent art and 
not all exact science. Of particular 
value to me are the remarks of Oscar 
Pease on the care and feeding of 
ancient catboats. Mine was engaged 
in the same trade as his in the same 
port, Edgartown. 

| should like to have seen more 
attention paid to the Block Island 
boats — a great stronghold of cat- 
boating — but, of course, they were 
built elsewhere anyhow. 

To sum up: nobody who owns a 
catboat or ever expects to own one 
can afford to be without this book. 
For others it might be just plain 
entertaining. 

A.K. LANE 
Master Mariner 
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